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Community pillars keep the faith 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


In a time of turmoil, local 
congregations continue to func- 
tion as pillars of the communi- 
ty. Churches in both Hampden 
and Wilbraham are persevering 
through the pandemic by getting 
back to the basics of neighborly 
care. 

LifeStream Church 

LifeStream Church, located 
on 216 Allen St. in Hampden, 
was in the process of changing 
its name when the pandemic 
reached western Massachusetts 
in March. Formerly known as 
Life Church, the congregation 
has stuck to its tagline, “Live 
Inspired.” 

Dr. Diane Gunn, a pastor at 
the church, explained that she 
and her husband, Pastor Skip 
Gunn, devise a daily text mes- 
sage that goes out to all who 
have signed up to receive it. She 


mission. 

“We have taken our services 
virtual by filming ahead of time 
and working with our worship 
team; editing a service to come 
together on Sunday mornings 
that way we’re able to put out 
a couple more components that 
people are used to, like wor- 
ship,’ said Gunn. 

At 7 am. each weekday 
morning, the church broadcasts 
a teaching session for people 
looking to “set their day in the 
right direction.” Another session 
occurs each evening. 

Gunn is an experienced ed- 
ucator; she teachers virtually at 
Primus University of Theology 
in Phoenix and has also volun- 
teered to give lessons at Chris- 
tina’s House in Holyoke. Gunn 
has been thrilled by her con- 
gregation’s response over the 
past two months, but envisions 
a time when all can unite once 
more. 


further noted technology has al- 
lowed the church to continue its 





St. Cecilia’s Parish on Main Street in Wilbraham may 
look vacant, but its congregation has kept the faith 


through the use of online platforms. 


Please see FAITH, page 7 


sun. 


Facebook and via text. 


Town talks virus he 


52. active cases in Wilbraham 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM — Nearly two full 
months into a response to the novel coro- 
navirus and both the case and death count 
continues to rise. 

Despite the growing numbers, there 
remains positive news from the town’s 
emergency management team, who pro- 
vided updates to the Board of Selectmen 
May 4, utilizing remote video conferenc- 
ing software. 

Jill Conselino, the public health nurse 
for the town of Wilbraham, told selectmen 
as of that evening there were 52 active 
cases of the new coronavirus in town — 16 
traditional residents, 11 residents and staff 
at Vero Health (formerly Wingate at Wil- 
braham) and 25 residents and staff at Life 
Care at Wilbraham. Additionally, there 
were 18 deaths; 13 at Vero, three at Life 
Care and three among the traditional town 
population. 

According to Conselino, the two clus- 
ters of cases in town are located at the 





According to health officials, there are 52 
active cases of COVID-19 in Wilbraham. 
Folks statewide are required to wear 
face coverings in public places, following 
orders from Gov. Charlie Baker. FILE PHOTO 


two long-term care facilities — Vero and 
Life Care — and both are receiving assis- 
tance from the National Guard for testing 
and even staff coverage. Vero, she said, 
is re-testing some residents and all staff 
members for COVID-19. 

While the case numbers are growing 
in town, according to Emergency Manag- 
er and Fire Chief Michael Andrews, the 
call volume is returning to normal levels. 


Please see VIRUS, page 13 


Faith leaders at Wilbraham United Church on Main St. in 
Wilbraham are keeping in touch with parishioners over 





Evangelical Assembly in Wilbraham stands empty on the afternoon of May 11 as it glistens in the spring 


Turley Publications staff photos by Dalton Zbierski 
Christ the King— Epiphany Church is a Lutheran and 
Episcopal place of worship located at 758 Main St. in 
Wilbraham, which is now using Zoom to broadcast 
services. 





Dept. heads: ‘will make cuts if we 
need to,’ but it means less service 


Town looking at 
savings for FY 2021 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — ‘Town department 
heads offered a bleak perspective to the 
Board of Selectmen, stating that in terms 
of possible savings for fiscal 2021, any 
reductions would have a drastic impact 
on services to the residents they serve. 

Joining the selectmen at the May 4 
meeting, conducted utilizing the Zoom 
online conferencing software, were 
Highway Superintendent Mark Lan- 
gone, Interim Fire Chief Ed Poulin, Po- 
lice Chief Jeff Farnsworth and Council 
on Aging Director Rebecca Moriarty. 
Each said their budget proposals were 
thin already and any cuts would mean 
staffing reductions. 

“So budget cuts are no stranger to 
me, having been here so long, and my 
being | percent of the total town budget 
gives me a small number to start with,” 


Moriarty said, noting a 5 percent cut 
to her budget would be “detrimental,” 
amounting to $9,700. She said she only 
allowed for salary and building main- 
tenance increases, which, if removed 
would only cut $3,150. 

She said there is likely a little sav- 
ings to be had in the department’s ex- 
pense line, which would cut back on 
training and supplies, but to achieve any 
more savings for the next budget would 
mean cutting staff and hours of the cen- 
ter’s operation. 

“T think that 5 percent would be a 
heavy hit for us,” said Moriarty. 

Moriarty told selectmen that the ac- 
tivities coordinator position, held by 
Nan Hurlburt, is completely funded by 
a state formula grant. She said the state 
has already indicated there could be 
drastic reductions to that grant. Similar- 
ly, Wendy Cowles, the center’s outreach 
coordinator, has a portion of her position 
funded through a grant. Moriarty said 
there was no word as to whether reduc- 
tions would be likely, but a reduction in 


Please see HAMPDEN, page 5 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Trail steward reminds hikers 
of resources, guidelines 


With limited options for physical and mental stim- 
ulation as a result of closures and distancing measures 
to limit the spread of the new coronavirus, a growing 
number of folks have taken to the outdoors, and one trail 
steward for the Minnechaug Land Trust is reminding res- 
idents of established guidelines to ensure the trails and 
properties remain open. 

Charles Thompson, Hampden trailmaster for the 
Minnechaug Land Trust, said he has noticed a “tremen- 
dous increase” in the number of folks accessing the trails 
and notes that as long as folks maintain a six-foot dis- 
tance from others, the activity is safe. 

“T have noticed many families hiking together, as 
well as some first-time hikers,’ Thompson said. “We 
have access to many great hiking trails in Hampden and 
Wilbraham. There are a variety of trails of varying dif- 
ficulty and lengths. Many of the trails offer wonderful 
views at the end of invigorating climb.” 

For those new to the trails and as a reminder for the 
experienced hikers, Thompson said folks should keep in 
mind the established rules of the properties. Namely, no 
motorized vehicles are permitted, all pets must be under 
the direct control of their owner, fires are not permitted 
and folks should remain on marked trails. Hikers should 
also dress appropriately for the weather and hiking con- 
ditions, Thompson said. 


Maintenance 

“T have been serving as the trail steward for Hamp- 
den trails for many years,” Thompson said, noting he’s 
cut and marked trails, made maps and cleared vistas for 
the public’s enjoyment. “It is great seeing the trails get 
a lot of use. Recently, I noticed that somebody with a 
chainsaw, removed some large trees that were blocking 
the trail. I also noticed that someone marked a trail con- 
necting Minnechaug Mountain with trails maintained by 
The Northern CT Land Trust in Somers. We appreciate 
all the help we can get, and I want to say thanks to those 
who have helped.” 

Thompson said that with the growing number of 
trails, volunteers willing to assist with maintenance 
would be greatly appreciated. He said volunteering does 
not need to be a long-term commitment. 

Tasks he could use help with include repainting trail 
markers, printing and distributing new maps at trail 
heads, making signs, clearing brush around trails and 
vistas, constructing boardwalks for wet areas and arrang- 
ing rocks to facilitate the crossing of West Brook. 

Those willing to assist with trail maintenance should 
contact Thompson at 566-3724 or email tcharels344@ 
gmail.com. Tools and other materials will be provided 
to volunteers. 

For more information about the Minnechaug Land 
Trust, visit minnechauglandtrust.org. 
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Pan-Mass Challenge re-imagines 2020 ride 


BOSTON -—- The _ Pan-Mass 
Challenge is adapting its 2020 ride 
to maintain its commitment to Da- 
na-Farber Cancer Institute while 
prioritizing the health and safety of 
its riders and volunteers. 

The organization’s traditional 
ride, which typically includes 12 
routes spanning 25 to 192 miles 
over the first weekend of every Au- 
gust, will be transformed into an in- 
teractive experience beginning Aug. 
1. The “Re-imagined PMC” will 
bring together thousands of riders, 
volunteers, donors and supporters 
from their hometowns around the 
globe to celebrate the spirit of PMC 
weekend while making an unpar- 
alleled impact on the fight against 
cancer. 

As Dana-Farber’s largest single 
contributor, accounting for 57 per- 
cent of its Jimmy Fund’s annual 
revenue, the organization remains 
committed to raising critical fund- 
ing for life-saving cancer research, 
treatment and patient care, and 
maintaining its 100 percent pass- 
through rate for rider-raised dollars 
this year. The PMC, widely regarded 
as a pioneer in athletic fundraising, 
is now trailblazing during these un- 
precedented times with a re-imag- 
ined event that will evoke the sense 
of camaraderie and community syn- 
onymous with PMC Ride Weekend. 

“Coming together the first week- 
end of every August is a beloved tra- 
dition for thousands of PMC partic- 
ipants. While we’re unable to move 


forward with our ride safely in the 
same way we have over the past 40 
years, we cannot and will not let our 
community or Dana-Farber down,” 
said Billy Starr, PMC founder and 
executive director. “Our mission 
to support Dana-Farber in the fight 
against cancer is more important 
than ever. And in re-imagining what 
our event can be, we hope to inspire 
even more participation from those 
joining us at home.” 

PMC 2020 Re-imagined will 
include many of the beloved activ- 
ities that riders, volunteers, donors 
and spectators partake in during a 
traditional PMC Ride Weekend — 
complete with fun twists and unique 
virtual adaptations that make it easy 
to participate from home or their 
neighborhood, including: 

¢ PMC 2020 Re-imagined Open- 
ing Ceremonies on Friday, July 31 

e An official “starting line’ to 
symbolize the commencement of 
the 2020 PMC Saturday, Aug. | 

e The PMC Pedal Partner Tent, 
in partnership with Dana-Farber’s 
Jimmy Fund Clinic 

e Entertainment and celebration 
at Massachusetts Maritime Acade- 
my’s quad 

¢ A global “Living Proof” toast 
to honor those that are currently un- 
dergoing, or have undergone, cancer 
treatment 

“We are incredibly grateful for 
the PMC’s unwavering dedica- 
tion to Dana-Farber. Their creative 
thinking in rallying their commu- 


nity around an event that provides 
essential funding for our institution 
and patients is a shining example 
of agility and commitment. Cancer 
doesn’t stop even during these diffi- 
cult days. PMC dollars are critical to 
support the world-class cancer care 
and additional resources we provide 
our patients and their families, and 
we are especially thankful for this 
seed gift and the ongoing support,” 
said Dr. Laurie H. Glimcher, presi- 
dent and CEO of Dana-Farber. 

PMC 2020 Re-imagined will 
build upon the organization’s im- 
pressive efforts to support Da- 
na-Farber as the institute navigates 
the implications of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Today, the PMC released 
$4 million of funds raised thus far 
this year to act as seed funding for 
Dana-Farber’s COVID-19 Emer- 
gency Response Fund, which sup- 
ports patients currently receiving 
care. In 2019, the PMC donated $63 
million to Dana-Farber, the largest 
financial gift ever received by the 
institute, helping fund lifesaving 
cancer research, treatment and pa- 
tient care efforts. 

To commit to the cause or make 
a financial contribution, visit www. 
pmc.org or call 800-WE-CYCLE. 
Connect with #PMC2020 on Face- 
book, Twitter, Instagram and Linke- 
dIn. For more information on the 
Pan-Mass Challenge, visit www. 
pmc.org. 


Federated Church collecting food for local 
nonprofits, asks community for donations 


HAMPDEN - Federated Com- 
munity Church is inviting the com- 
munity to make a difference in the 
lives of those in need, collecting 
food for delivery to local food 
banks. 

All are welcome to drop off 
non-perishable food donations to 


the church, 590 Main St., Saturday, 
May 16 from 9 a.m. to noon. Church 
volunteers will offer curbside pick- 
up, so folks don’t have to leave the 
comfort of their own vehicles. 
Beneficiaries of the donations 
include the Community Survival 
Center in Indian Orchard, which 


We've learned a lot lately about what that 
means. Most importantly, we've been 


serves Hampden, Ludlow, Wilbra- 
ham and the Springfield neighbor- 
hoods of Indian Orchard, Pine Point 
and Sixteen Acres; Gray House and 
the Springfield Rescue Mission. 

For more information, contact 
the church at 566-3711. 


_ visit us at 
wilbrahamhampden 


times. turley.com 


reminded of the strength and resilience 
within our community. 


As a community bank, we’re pledging to 
support those around us in new ways. 

If you have questions, concerns or feel 
that we can help, please reach out to our 
Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, 
or visit countrybank.com/COVID19 for 
more information. 


PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Jocelyn Walker 
jwalker@turley.com 


~- BEING 
MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


Keeping our distance can't keep us from 
sticking together. 


— YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


Editor 
Tyler S. Witkop 
tyler@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 


WEB 


www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com 


FE J © Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


y,;countrybank 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF 








May 14, 2020 





The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Food 
pantry items 
available 

to those in 
need 


WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Senior Center 
has these items available 
to any Wilbraham 
residents in need, 
regardless of age. Call 
413-596-8369 to arrange 
for delivery. Turley Publications 
courtesy photo 


Unclaimed Property Division pays out $5.5 million 


BOSTON — As COVID-19 has 
forced millions to work remotely, 
businesses and government agencies 
have also had to adjust to these un- 
precedented times. The Massachu- 
setts Unclaimed Property Division, 
however, was uniquely positioned to 
remote work without disrupting the 
customer experience and has paid 
out over $5.5 Million in claims since 
the start of the pandemic. 

In 2016, UCP updated its data- 
base system and public-facing web- 
site. State Treasurer Deb Goldberg, 
who oversees UCP, ensured that the 
division moved from an internal, on 
premises only, server-based system, 
to a secured-cloud-hosted web-based 
system. Employees who now work 
remotely are able to do so with the 
same functionality as if they were on 
site. The division also built a robust 
outreach program. As a result, staff 
already had experienced working 
remotely to initiate and pay claims 
outside of the office. 

“By introducing new technolo- 


gy into Treasury departments and 
agencies we have been able to con- 
tinue to efficiently serve the people 
of Massachusetts during these un- 
certain times,’ said State Treasurer 
Deb Goldberg, “By establishing an 
advanced web- based system, Un- 
claimed Property has been able to 
serve thousands and pay out mil- 
lions, which is currently needed by a 
lot of people.” 

The list of unclaimed property 
owners in Massachusetts has grown 
each year. During these unprecedent- 
ed circumstances, the UCP team’s 
established online presence is fully 
accessible to the public and contin- 
ues to be extremely effective, as the 
number of searches and claims for 
unclaimed property has increased. 

In the past five weeks alone, 
UCP has processed over 12,000 
claims. With an efficient and custom- 
er-friendly claims system in place, 
over $5.5 million worth of claims 
have been properly paid out during 
the pandemic. 


Wilbraham Library organizes public 
anthology, seeks submissions 


WILBRAHAM -- Wilbraham 
Public Library is building a public 
anthology. In this unusual season of 
social distancing, the librarians know 
that community members are coming 
up with many resourceful ways to stay 
busy and positive. The librarians are 
seeking to build a public record of dig- 
ital content that reflects and celebrates 
patrons’ creativity and resilience. Any 
material received will be preserved 
and publicized through the library. 

Here is an opportunity to submit 
to the library’s community archive. 
Whether it’s a newly invented recipe, 
pictures of children’s art projects, side- 
walk chalk creations, a personal narra- 
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tive or a video, the library welcomes 
a variety of content. Material can be 
in different digital formats, including 
audio files, documents, videos, images 
or others. The library encourage sub- 
missions from all age groups. 

To participate, simply visit the li- 
brary’s website https://www.wilbra- 
hamlibrary.org/ and find the project’s 
landing page on the central carousel. 
Entries can be uploaded from this 
page. After being submitted, the en- 
tries will be processed and then ap- 
pear in the archive, which is available 
on our website via Biblioboard. There 
is no deadline for this project. 


USDA INSP. 
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om 
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FRESH BONE-IN 


With unemployment numbers 
increasing, the opportunity for Mas- 
sachusetts residents to discover 
unclaimed property that is rightful- 
ly theirs has been beneficial. Un- 
claimed Property can consist of bank 
accounts, uncashed checks, stocks or 
dividends, insurance policies, or the 
contents of safe deposit boxes. 

“Similar to other agencies and 
businesses, we have had to quickly 
adapt to our new normal,” said Mark 
Bracken, assistant treasurer/director 
of the Unclaimed Property Division, 
“But because of thoughtful planning 
and preparation we are in a much 
better place than most and have been 
able to help thousands of people in 
the past five weeks.” 

UCP currently holds over $3.4 
billion in unclaimed property at 
Treasury. One in 10 Massachusetts 
residents are owed money. Anyone 
who wants to check if they have 
unclaimed money can go to https:// 
findmassmoney.com. 
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Great Selection 
Bring Lasting 
Beauty and Fragrance 
to Your Garden 





Hybrid Teas, Climbing Roses, 
Knock Out Roses, 
Landscape Roses 


Annual 


Flowering Plants 
For Show Stopping Color 
All Summer Long! 


6 pack size °2.99 


Marigolds, Petunias, Impatiens, Salvia, 
Coleus, Begonias, Celosia and Many More 





Edibles 
Vegetable Plants 


, Big Selection of Tomatoes, 
-\ fm Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers, 
2 Yellow and Green Squash, 
jee Beans and many more 


Kitchen Herbs 


Parsley, Rosemary, Sage, 
Thyme, Basil, Chives, 
& Many More! 

Annual & Perennial Varieties 


Blueberry Bushes, 
Strawberry Plants, Fruit Trees 


; 
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Perennial Plants 
for the Garden That 
Returns Year After Year 


Great Selection Featuring 
Dianthus, Daylilies, Honeysuckle, 
Clematis, Columbine 


Locally Grown 
Asparagus! 
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SWISS CHEESE ..........° 
7. See BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM TO 7PM 
Find us on and You 


NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


gio 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 5/14/20 - 5/20/20 
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Death 
Notices 


Patricia Boylan 
longtime Wilbraham 
resident 
died April 30, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
Wilbraham 


Hapgood, Paul S. 
Died April 30, 2020 
Funeral services 
at a later date 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
Wilbraham 


Mary C. Scheurich, 84 
of Ludlow and Wilbraham 
Died May 7, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
Wilbraham 


Shea, Patricia P. 
Died May 5, 2020 
All services will be private 


Wilbraham Funeral Home 
Wilbraham 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 


possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Seed part 

7. Productive 

13. Popular cocktail 

14. Sausages 

16. Western state 

17. Natural desires 

19. Defunct British 
automaker 

20. Early media tycoon 

22. Move from one place 


41. Removed with solvent 4. Record of payment 


43. Uttered words 

44. Unfashionable person 
45. Disappointed 

47. Controversial device 


48. 007’s creator 
51. Pain 

53. UCLA mascot 
55. Razorbill 

56. Turkic people 


Paul S. Hapgood 


WILBRAHAM - Paul S, Hap- 
good, 71, died peacefully at home 
on Thursday, April 30, 2020, sur- 
rounded by his loving family. 
Born in Worcester to 
the late Alfred and Ruth 
(Sheldon) Hapgood, he 
was a longtime Wilbra- 
ham resident. 

Paul was a graduate 
of Lowell Technological 
Institute and had a suc- 
cessful career working 
for American Optical, 
National Blank Book, 
Dennison National and 
Avery Dennison. In 1996 he de- 
cided to buy his own business, 
Eureka Lab Book, Inc., which he 
ran along side his wife, son and 
daughter for the past 25 years. 

Father, son, brother, uncle, 
friend, amazing Grampy and lov- 
ing husband do not even begin to 
describe what a wonderful, kind, 
fun loving man he was with all. 
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His ability to fill any room with 
laughter was a specialty matched 
by none. 

Paul’s greatest joy came from 
spending time with his 
grandchildren. Whether 
it was on the sidelines, 
by the pool or at the lake, 
as long as they were hay- 
ing fun he was happy. 

He was a wise, self- 
less man who spent the 
last few months waging 
a heroic battle with man- 
tle cell lymphoma. Paul 
will be sadly missed by 
his beloved wife of 49 years, Ann 
(Racicot) Hapgood, their loving 
children: Scott Hapgood and his 
wife Rachel, Carrie Rigney and 
her husband John, all of Wilbra- 
ham, his brother Peter Hapgood 
and his wife Sue of The Villag- 
es, Florida and his five cherished 
grandchildren: Brandon and Tay- 
lor Hapgood and Cole, Camden, 
and Gavin Rigney. Paul’s 
funeral service will be 
held at a future date and 
time to be announced. 





obituaries. 


date and place. 


funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 
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(abbr.) 

5. Speak endlessly 

6. American state 

7. Digressions 

8. Tell on 

9. Brews 

10. Belongs to the bottom 
layer 

11. American cigarette 
brand 


in soccer 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





37. Protest yacht 
38. Anesthetized 

39. Mollified 

42. Touch lightly 

43. Diego, Francisco, 


46. Some windows have 
47. National capital 


49. Squirrels like them 
50. Grandmothers 


Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial con- 
tributions may be made 
to Baystate Hospice, 280 
Chestnut St., 6th floor, 
Springfield, MA 01199- 
1000 or D’Amour Can- 
cer Center, 3350 Main 
Street, Springfield, MA 
01107. 
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Foundation Orders 


Pat Shea 


WILBRAHAM -— Pat (Patri- 
cia P) Shea crossed the Sunlit 
Path on May 5, 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 virus. 

She was born in 
Gardner on Dec. 25, 
1927, to Ulric and Ag- 
nes Palin. 

She moved _ to 
Springfield at the age 
of 13 with her mother 
and younger brother, 
Teddy, when her father 
passed away. It was 
there at 17 that she 
met Jack Shea. They 
married on Veteran’s 
Day 1946, and had two daugh- 
ters Patti and Sheila. They moved 
to Wilbraham in 1961, and Pat 
became involved in community 
service. She was elected to the 
Wilbraham Housing Authority in 
1983. In 1988, Pat and four oth- 
er women formed the first Con- 
cerned Citizens of Wilbraham. 
They were instrumental in con- 
verting the former Pines Gram- 
mar school to housing for the el- 
derly. When Hampton Hills (aka 
Wingate), the first skilled nursing 
facility opened in Wilbraham, Pat 
was hired as activities director, a 
position she held for many years. 
Pat was an advocate for the resi- 
dents of the nursing facility and 
kept them engaged by offering 
a wide variety of fun and educa- 
tional programs. After retirement, 
she enjoyed classes through the 
Learning in Later Life program 
at Springfield College. She was 
a dedicated elections worker and 
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volunteer at the Clerk’s Office 
for many years. She was also 
a devoted greeter at St. Cecil- 
ia’s Church. An avid reader, Pat 
always had a book at 
hand often reading three 
books a week. She was a 
supporter of the Wilbra- 
ham Public Library and 
attended many of their 
programs. 

Pat was predeceased 
by her soul mate and 
husband, Jack, in 2014 
and daughter, Patti 
Dicken, in 2016 as well 
as her parents and her 
brother, Ted Palin. Pat will be 
remembered for her kindness to 
others and her quick wit. 

She is survived by her daugh- 
ter and her husband, Sheila and 
Ron Nadolski, granddaughter, 
Sheileen and Mike Carlotto, 
great-granddaughter, | Hayden, 
grandson, Michael Nadolski and 
Becky Goulet, great-grandson, 
Justin, and grandson, Christo- 
pher Dicken, of Georgia. 

The family would like to 
thank the staff at Vero Health & 
Rehab, especially unit A2, for 
their kindness and care to Pat and 
her family during this difficult 
time. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the Wilbraham 
Public Library for the purchase 
of large print books or Shriners 
Hospital for Children. 

All services will be private. 
Wilbraham Funeral Home is as- 
sisting the family. 


Grant Funding available through 
United Way of Pioneer Valley 


SPRINGFIELD — United Way of 
Pioneer Valley has been appointed as ad- 
ministrator for Emergency Food and Shel- 
ter Program grant funding from the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency and 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
which appropriated supplemental funding 
in the amount of $194,555 for Phase 37 
and $277,380 for CARES grants. 

With a board comprised of local com- 
munity leaders, the United Way will de- 
termine funding allocation through a 
competitive application process. These 
funds will be used to supplement existing 
food and shelter services, and cannot be 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


given to start new programs. 
Funding 
CARES-funded grants is now available. 
Nonprofit organizations 
serve Hampden County, South Hadley 
and Granby may apply. Allocations are 
to be applied towards supplementing ex- 
isting food and shelter services. Applica- 
tions are due by Friday, May 22 at noon. 
All new applicants must have attend an in- 
formation session that took place May 11. 
For information or to apply, contact 
Nicole M. Young, manager of community 
investments, at nyoung @uwpv.org. 


for Phase 37 and 


(501c3) that 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


TAKING SPRING ORDERS 


Ludlow, Springfield, East Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Longmeadow 
Lettering * Monument Cleaning 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
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BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 

For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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such funds would result in a reduction in 
hours for the position. 

Department heads under the pur- 
view of selectmen were asked to come 
to the May 4 meeting with possible 
reductions for budget planning purpos- 
es. Selectmen Mary Ellen Glover had 
asked for such information for discus- 
sion purposes, in the event the town had 
to make significant cuts in the wake of 
the current pandemic. 

“[’m not saying we’re there yet,” 
Glover said May 4. “I think we should 
all know where that ‘if I had to’ point 
should be.” 


1/12 Budget 

Officials have discussed a likely 
reduction in state funding as a result 
of declining revenues with many busi- 
nesses closed to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 infections. Selectman John 
D. Flynn noted such assistance only re- 
flects 5 percent of the town’s operating 
budget, but property and excises taxes 
make up the bulk of the town’s reve- 
nues, and with residents likely limited 
in their abilities to pay those bills, he, 
like his colleagues on the Board, felt it 
was prudent to look for savings oppor- 
tunities. 

In terms of the Highway Depart- 
ment’s budget, Langone said a reduc- 
tion of 5 percent would amount to 
$44,385 and the only area he could see 
to make those cuts would be out of the 
department’s paving account. 

Flynn said the Board had already 
discussed moving a proposed Town 
Meeting warrant article to purchase a 
new pickup truck, valued at roughly 
$44,000, until the fall. He also said they 
could try to limit the paving account to 
$200,000 to start the year, with the po- 
tential of adding the additional $50,000 
at a subsequent date later in the year. 
He noted such action could give the 
town flexibility, particularly if they had 
to use a 1/12 budget to begin the year. 

Towns may use a 1/12 budget if they 
fail to approve an operating budget by 
June 30, meaning they are permitted to 
spend 1/12 of the prior fiscal year’s ap- 
propriation on a monthly basis until a 
budget is approved. 

Farnsworth and Poulin, representing 
the town’s public safety and emergency 
responders, expressed simi- 
lar sentiments to the others, 
as salaries and staffing rep- 
resent the largest portion 
of the budget. Farnsworth 
said nearly 85 percent of 
his budget is salary-based. 

“We’re talking about 
$82,000 we’d have to cut 
out of the budget,” he said, 
noting to accomplish such 
reductions would mean 
opening up the contracts 
and re-negotiating with the 


police and dispatch unions. 

“We could take a little bit out of 
training,’ Farnsworth said, adding he 
would be reluctant to cut more than 
about $6,000 from that line. “One of 
the largest points of a lawsuit against a 
community is for a failure to train law 
enforcement and the town getting sued 
because of the actions of an officer who 
wasn’t trained properly. I take training 
very seriously.” 


‘We'll Find it Somehow’ 

Farnsworth said the town could de- 
lay purchasing a new cruiser until the 
fall, saving about $44,000 until that 
time, as it takes a minimum of three 
months after the department orders a 
cruiser to add the vehicle into the fleet. 
He recommended against complete- 
ly foregoing a cruiser replacement, as 
most vehicles have 100,000 miles or 
more on them at that point and with so- 
phisticated computer systems and other 
safety features built into cruisers, repair 
costs escalate over time. 

There are six cruisers in the depart- 
ment, Farnsworth said, with between 
two and four in operation at any one 
time in the day — depending on staffing. 

For Poulin, the Fire Department’s 
budget is about as lean as it can be. 

“Our operations budget is only 
$44,000,” he said, “which is pretty slim 
for the equipment we have and how 
we operate. ... Obviously, if the town 
needs us to cut we’ll find it somehow, 
it’s just if things break it’s going to be a 
big repair bill.” 

Poulin said the department has op- 
erated in the red for the last three years. 
Aside from maintenance, the only area 
he could see cutting would be in the 
training stipends for the crew, some- 
thing he didn’t recommend. 

Flynn said in previous years, the 
town had seen increased costs associ- 
ated with the fleet maintenance, some- 
thing officials have tried to address. 

“Trucks are more complicated,” he 
said. noting “repairs are not $50,” but 
similar in cost to replacing an engine 
almost every time a mechanic opens the 
hood. 

No decisions were made regarding 
any potential reductions to the town’s 
budget. Selectmen were to meet with 
the Advisory Committee May 11 for 
further discussions. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 
Snow/Iice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 





Trusted Name ence 1982 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more eceanauielt Call 263-5350 ext. 100 
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share your stories of 
staying at home 


The Wilbraham-Hampden ‘Times 
wants to know how you’re coping 
with the coronavirus closures and how 
they’ve changed all of our lives — no 
school, no work, social distancing and 
staying at home. 

We can’t meet our neighbors in the 
schoolyards, playing fields or work- 
places, but we can all share a few snap- 
shots of what life’s like with the kids in 
the house and the home office working 
overtime. Take a minute to send in an 
update on how you're doing, what fun 
enrichment activities the kids have been 
up to, or anything else that’s made the 
past two weeks a special time in your 
home. Include full names of the writer 
or photographer, and anyone visible in 


each photo. We’ll print the best entries 
in next week’s newspaper, and in subse- 
quent weeks as the state of emergency 
continues. The best way to contact us is 
at tyler@turley.com. 

We would also be glad to publish 
children’s artwork, essays or photos 
created during the school closure. In- 
clude the creator’s full name, age, and 
school attended. 

For all submissions, also include a 
telephone number and email address. 
We won’t publish this information, but 
may use it to verify identities or ask fol- 
low-up questions. 

Stay safe out and let us know how 
you’re doing! 


Annual book sale to take place in fall 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library’s Annual Book 
Sale has been postponed until Septem- 
ber 2020. Due to the pandemic and un- 
certainty, all aspects of the book sale 
have been moved to the fall when it is 
hoped the library will be open and regu- 
lar events can be planned. 

Friday, Sept. 25 to Sunday, Sept. 
28 are scheduled drop-off days for do- 
nations. The Friends accept donations 
of books, CDs and DVDs. Children’s 
books, fiction and non-fiction are espe- 
cially appreciated. Space restrictions 
discourage encyclopedias and Reader’s 
Digest condensed novels but cookbooks 
and up-to-date manuals are popular and 


welcome. 

The Book Sale is scheduled to take 
place Tuesday, Sept. 29 through Satur- 
day, Oct. 3. As a “thank you” for their 
support, Friends member will receive 
two free books on Sept. 29. Oct. 2 and 3 
are “Bag Sale” days. 

Each year, the friends raise approx- 
imately $20,000 for the library. These 
funds are used for story times, reading 
challenge prizes, speakers and presenta- 
tions, museum passes, furnishings and 
equipment. 

For more information, call the library 
at 506-6141 or visit wilbrahamlibrary. 
org. 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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MA INSPECTION STATION NO 35369 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 
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| 240 OFF 
g. With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point J any service over $150 


check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
S @ Most Vehicles 
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Expires 5/30/20 T 





TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and 
complete diagnostic checks 


8 cylinder 
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4 cylinder 6 cylinder 


l $3995 $4,925 $59°> 


l Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


I BRAKE SPECIAL 


P STARTING AT... 
replace front pads & turn 


'$ 
99°> rotors or replace rear pads 
and turn rotors 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 
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RADIATOR FLUSH 


up to 1 gallon of anti-freeze 
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Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 
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413-289-1016 ¢ 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 





Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 
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Professional 
AUTO SERVICE, 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RPOO8269 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


g Approved 


Auto Repair 


e Weekly Tire Specials 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


$ OFF 
20 any service over $250 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 
25” OFF 
EXHAUST WORK 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
FRONT CHECK 4 WHEELS 
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Worrisome trends affecting representative democracy 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest Columnist 


We’ ve seen plenty of evidence lately of the 
deep polarization in this country. Even in the 
midst of this crisis, national politicians, the 
political parties and their adherents are find- 
ing plenty to fight over —even as, for the most 
part, ordinary Americans have been remark- 
ably united and many governors and mayors 
have worked hard to handle the coronavirus 
pandemic competently and guided by expert 
advice. 

The question as we look ahead is whether 
the trends we’d been seeing before the pan- 
demic will reassert themselves, or instead there 
will be some sort of reset. Because those earli- 
er trends are extremely worrisome. 

For years now, it’s been common for pol- 
iticians to label their rivals as unpatriotic and 
illegitimate. The deep freeze in cross-aisle re- 
lations in Congress had made progress there 
extremely difficult, though the crisis has giv- 
en congressional leaders and members of the 
Trump Administration no choice but to keep 
bargaining until they hammer out agreements. 

Other trends are equally problematic. The 
federal civil service, for instance, has always 
fielded a lot of very good people — dedicated 
public servants who try not to be partisan, re- 
main independent in their views and support 
the work of whichever administration is in 
power. They want to make government work 
better. That has gotten much harder to pull off 
in recent years and the result is a civil service 


that is losing workers, institutional knowledge 
and competence. There are still capable civil 
servants, many of whom have been doing their 
best to keep federal services on an even keel 
during this crisis, but it’s hard to escape the 
feeling that their impact has been diminished. 

Likewise with the judiciary, which has be- 
come more politicized. It’s a worrisome trend 
in a branch of government that has generally 
stood for even-handed justice and, over the 
long term, strengthened Americans’ civil rights 
and civil liberties. The President, however, 
likes to say that his biggest achievement in of- 
fice has been to put very conservative judges 
into power, a claim that undermines the judi- 
cial branch’s standing as the pillar of indepen- 
dence this country long depended upon. Ideol- 
ogy will always play a role in judicial choices, 
but making judges more nakedly political is a 
destructive trend. 

This extends to the media, as well. For 
whatever reason, it exercises less rigorous 
oversight of government and what does exist 
is more partisan. While there’s coverage of na- 
tional issues and politics, the trends have led 
to less robust local coverage and a less healthy 
democracy. 

As polarization has deepened, Congress 
has gridlocked, presidential power has expand- 
ed (not a new thing, by the way), and the gov- 
ernment has become less responsive and less 
effective. It took a national crisis to lay bare 
some of these issues, but the trends underlying 
them have been going on for some time, and 
fixing them will take time, too. 


This has to start with ordinary Americans. 
Voters need to reclaim our democracy and 
demand that the system that made us a great 
nation — one that adhered to the checks and 
balances and separate institutional responsibil- 
ities laid out in our Constitution — be restored. 
At the community, state and federal levels, our 
job is to maintain the robustness of our institu- 
tions of government, agitate to ensure that they 
are performing as they should, and recognize 
that if the trends I’ve laid out strengthen their 
grip, our representative democracy will suffer. 
The threats may not be existential yet, but they 
could become so. 

Because here’s the thing. People may dis- 
trust government, but just as the pandemic has 
made clear that at bottom there’s no palatable 
alternative to an effective and competent gov- 
ernment system, so it’s also true that the only 
way ultimately to solve the problems and wor- 
risome trends of government is principally 
through government action. Which means that 
in the end, as citizens, we have to forcefully 
step up to our responsibilities and insist that 
our public officials do so, too. 


Lee Hamilton is a senior adviser for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the 
IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In- 
ternational Studies; and a Professor of Prac- 
tice at the IU O’ Neill School of Public and En- 
vironmental Affairs. He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years. 





Pandemic 
Poetry 


Submitted by 
Phyllis Schmidt-Brady, 
Wilbraham 


Sadness fills the land, 

there’s no help at hand. 

Fear seems to grip many a heart, 
lives are being torn apart. 

The sudden grip of prophesy 


all the blind men cannot see, a FR Bh ey | 
We have come to this place and time 4 Vit fa 
; je 7 
and the blind see no reason or - os | r a ja! = = 
rhyme. <_ ' A alle Vy = Wa. ry 
Yet — the signs were all around, See im, ——— 


our lives and souls turned upside 
down. 

We left behind and closed the door 

to The One Who gave us life and 
more. 

Our sins became our gods of choice 

and killed the sound of The Spirit’s 
voice. 

So now we pay the piper’s price 

and cry and moan with hearts of ice. 

For ‘tis God of Heaven we shut out 

‘tis our Creator we forgot about. 

So now — what now people dear, 

who will come to calm your fear? 
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Husband confused about spouse benefits 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am 65 and still 
working and plan to work for some 
time to come. My birthdate is Feb- 
ruary 1955. My wife is 64 and not 
working. Her birthdate is January 
1956. Half of my benefit is more 
than half of hers. I am confused on 
the spousal benefit rules. If she were 
to take her Social Security early be- 
fore she reaches her full retirement 
age, what are the rules that affect 
her? Signed: Confused Husband 

Dear Confused: First I must 
clarify that spousal benefits do not 


work as you have suggested, that 
“half of my benefit is more than 
half of hers.’ Spousal benefits are 
always based upon the amount the 
individuals are due at their full re- 
tirement age, regardless of the age 
at which they claim. If half of your 
benefit at your full retirement age 
(FRA) is more than your wife’s full 
benefit at her full retirement age, 
then the difference between those 
two numbers is a “spousal boost” 
which is added to your wife’s own 
payment amount when her spouse 
benefit starts. If she has reached 
her FRA when you claim and her 
spouse benefit starts, your wife will 


get the entire spousal boost; if she 
has not, the spousal boost will be 
reduced. 

Your wife cannot collect a spou- 
sal benefit until you start collect- 
ing your Social Security, so if she 
claims benefits before you claim 
she will initially get only what she 
is entitled to on her own work re- 
cord. Then when you claim, the 
“spousal boost” will be added to her 
benefit. If you claim at your FRA, 
your wife will not yet have reached 
her full retirement age, so her spou- 
sal boost amount will be reduced 
and added to her own reduced bene- 
fit amount, making her total benefit 


as your spouse less than 50 percent 
of your FRA benefit amount. 

Your full retirement age is 66 
years and 2 months, and you won’t 
be entitled to full benefits until you 
reach that age. For your awareness, 
you can wait beyond your FRA and 
earn delayed retirement credits, up 
to age 70 when your benefit would 
be about 31 percent more than it 
would be at your FRA, but your 
wife cannot get her spousal boost 
until you claim. 

And also for your awareness, if 
you claim benefits before you reach 


Please see HAMILTON, page 7 
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submitted for publication. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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your FRA and continue to work, you’ll be 
subject to Social Security’s earnings limit 
($18,240 for 2020) which, if exceeded, will 
cause SS to take back some of your bene- 
fits. The earnings limit goes up by about 2.5 
times in the year you reach your FRA and 
goes away when you reach your full retire- 
ment age. 

Your wife’s full retirement age is 66 years 
and four months, and any benefits she claims 
on her own record prior to reaching that age 
will be reduced. At 64 she could claim her 
own benefit from her own work record (as- 
suming she has at least 40 Social Security 
credits), but that benefit would be reduced 
to about 85 percent of what she would get at 
her FRA. And claiming at age 64 would also 
affect the amount of her spousal benefit when 
that starts. The only way your wife can get 
100 percent of the amount she is due as your 
spouse is to wait until her FRA to claim any 
benefit. If she claims her own benefit at age 
64 or any time before her FRA, not only will 
her own benefit be reduced, but her eventual 
benefit as your spouse will be less than 50 


percent of your FRA benefit amount, even if 
you wait to claim until your wife reaches her 
FRA. That’s because her spousal boost, when 
it occurs, will be added to the reduced Social 
Security retirement amount she is getting be- 
cause she claimed before her full retirement 
age. 

You are certainly not alone to be confused 
about spousal benefits as this 1s one of the 
most confusing areas of Social Security’s 
rules. But I hope the above provides what 
you and your wife need to make an informed 
claiming decision. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin- 
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssad- 
visor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Page 7 


Dakin Humane Society accepting 
nominations for humane awards 


SPRINGFIELD — Dakin Humane 
Society is accepting nominations 
from the public for its Dakin Humane 
Awards until July 31. Nominees should 
be people who go out of their way to 
care for animals in need; people who 
volunteer to help animals; or people 
and/or animals who have provided sig- 
nificant public service or shown cour- 
age in a Crisis. 

Finalists in each of the award cate- 
gories will be picked from among the 
nominees and notified of their selection 
in August. The award ceremony will be 
live streamed at a later date in the fall, 
and one winner in each of the catego- 
ries will be announced. 

There are five awards to be be- 
stowed. They are: 

Frances M. Wells Award — This 
award is given to an individual recog- 
nized for notable contributions to the 


health and welfare of animals. 

Youth Award — This award hon- 
ors a hero, 16 years or younger, whose 
extraordinary care and compassion 
makes a difference in the life of an ani- 
mal, and makes the world a kinder and 
gentler place. 

Champion Award — This award is 
given to a public servant who makes 
life better for tens of thousands of an- 
imals and people in their community. 
This award recognizes their dedication 
and compassion on behalf of animals 
and people in need. 

Richard and Nathalie Woodbury 
Philanthropy Award — This award 
pays homage to an individual who 
displays a remarkable sense of stew- 
ardship in sharing time, talent and fi- 
nancial resources to improve the lives 


Please see DAKIN, page 10 


FAITH from page 1 


“We can’t wait to be togeth- 
er again; to see each other and 
eventually give each other hugs,” 
she said. ““There’s just something 
so important with human contact 
and coming together face-to-face 
that the one dimension of the 
screen can’t always provide us.” 

Wilbraham United Church 

Wilbraham United Church, 
located at 500 Main St., is work- 
ing diligently to connect its pa- 
rishioners through the use of 
online platforms. Several senior 
members of the congregation 
have even created Facebook ac- 
counts to view live services, said 
Rev. Chip Hurd. 

“We’re really busy online; 
we have a Tuesday night Bible 
story for kids that’s on Facebook 
Live and we have a Wednesday 
evening prayer service that’s 
on Facebook Live. We have our 
Sunday morning worship service 
at 10 a.m., which is also on Face- 
book Live, so that page is pretty 
much always humming,’ said 
Hurd. 

Outreach is one of the 
church’s most critical facets. 
It’s therefore unsurprising that 
the congregation has contin- 
ued to collect food and toilet- 
ries to aid those in need in the 
greater Springfield area, and a 
mask-making operation has also 
commenced. 

“We have parishioners who 
are really turning out mask af- 
ter mask after mask,” said Hurd. 
“We know that these masks have 
a limited shelf life. We’ve given 
them out to health organizations 
and workers and to our own con- 
gregation, and like the loaves 
and fishes, these masks keep 
multiplying.” 

Hurd has garnered ample 
hope from watching the congre- 
gation’s response. He empha- 


Family Owned 


for AMAC. 


sized that postponed traditions 
such as the church’s Easter egg 
hunt and Celebration Sunday 
Cookout will occur when they 
can be held safely. 

Similar to most faith leaders, 
Hurd misses the personal inter- 
actions, of which all residents 
have been deprived. He espe- 
cially longs to be reacquainted 
with the congregation’s youngest 
members. 

“T miss having to dodge pa- 
per airplanes during Coffee 
Hour,” said Hurd. “Our youth are 
fantastic engineers and builders, 
and they take our bulletins and 
scrap paper, and we’ve got a 
regular airport in our fellowship 
hall. I miss it and have a feeling 
that it’s something that a lot of 
our parishioners miss as well.” 

St. Cecilia Parish 

Located at 42 Main St. in 
Wilbraham, St. Cecilia Parish is 
making every effort to reach out 
to its members online. The par- 
ish recently started publishing its 
bulletins on its website, SaintCe- 
ciliaWilbraham.org. 

Rev. Daniel Boyle continues 
to celebrate Mass every day ex- 
cept Friday, and each session can 
be viewed on the aforementioned 
website under “Online Masses.’ 
Boyle, a veteran in the faith com- 
munity, detailed the unfamiliari- 
ty that has been brought about by 
the pandemic. 

“This is totally unprece- 
dented; I’ve been a priest for 
42 years,” said Boyle. “This is 
something that feels so unrealis- 
tic; it’s right out of the Twilight 
Zone. The thing I have the most 
difficulty with is not being with 
the people. The church is won- 
derful, but it’s a building; right 
now, it’s an empty building. We 
need people.” 

Boyle divulged that relying 
solely on cameras to connect 
with parishioners has been an 
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arduous task. Nonetheless, he’s 
been encouraged by the positive 
feedback he’s received from in- 
dividuals who are grateful to be 
able to see the church’s interior; 
he’s also been moved by the con- 
gregation’s penchant for charita- 
ble acts. 

“St. Cecilia’s is an extremely 
special parish. They’re generous 
in so many different ways be- 
yond financially speaking. We 
collect groceries every week and 
we distribute them to the Sur- 
vival Center in Indian Orchard,’ 
said Boyle. 

Evangelical Assembly 

Evangelical Assembly, found 
in Wilbraham at 348 Stony Hill 
Rd., is making the most of a 
tough situation. Pastor Brian 
Tracy took a creative approach 
when describing how the church 
has been challenged. 

“The last couple of months 
have probably been like trying 
to reinvent how church is done. 
How do you fulfill the vision 
and mission of the church when 
you can’t physically meet to- 
gether? It’s like driving in a car 
in forward, and all of a sudden 
everything slams into reverse,’ 
he said. 

Tracy said the hardship has 
forced him to think back to the 
principles of the church’s mis- 
sion and how he can further its 
vision. It’s been a “mentally 
invigorating” process, but Tra- 
cy also views it as being “an 
intriguing puzzle to try to solve 
and put together.” 

Evangelical Assembly has 
moved its Sunday morning ser- 
vices to two platforms: green- 
wall.evangelicalassembly.org 
and the church’s 
Facebook page. 
Tracy prefers 
that people ac- 
cess the Face- 
book page, as 


RealLiving 


Since 1985 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


Find us on: 


Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil ° Seasoned Firewood EE facebook. 


lo)", OF-N 1-0 41 (cm DB) =KOCe) -9-W a hss RO) I 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


it enables direct interactions and 
allows for the use of live mod- 
erators. 

“Community is really some- 
thing that is missing in people’s 
lives. They’re missing that op- 
portunity to laugh and connect 
SO we just wanted to create an 
experience where we could cre- 
ate that whole community feel,” 
said Tracy. 

The importance of creativity 
is not lost on Evangelical As- 
sembly’s leadership team. On a 
monthly basis, the church invites 
parishioners to its parking lot for 
an innovative Mass experience. 

“Once a month, we’ve been 
doing a drive-in service so peo- 
ple can actually come to the 
parking lot,” said Tracy. “We do 
a service that people can listen to 
on their FM radio so we’re actu- 
ally live in that moment. We do a 
little bit of music and a message; 
it’s kind of like going to a drive- 
in theatre.” 

The next drive-in sessions 
are scheduled for this coming 
Saturday, May 16, at lla.m. and 
6 p.m. Moving forward, Tracy 
is optimistic that residents will 
maintain a positive outlook and 
continue to help others. 

“T’ve always believed it’s not 
what happens to you that is most 
important, but it’s what you think 
is happening to you that’s most 
important. It’s our perception of 
things and our mental attitudes. 
If you have hope, you can endure 
anything,” he said. 

Christ the King - 
Epiphany Church 

Christ the King — Epiphany 
Church is a Lutheran and Epis- 
copal place of worship located 


at 758 Main St. in Wilbraham. 
Pastor Karen Safstrom is using 
Zoom to broadcast services; she 
admitted that the transition to 
online worship was initially try- 
ing. 
“T think that most congrega- 
tions tend to have a high percent- 
age of folks who are older, and 
technology isn’t their inclina- 
tion. I do a lot of tech support; 
walking people through how 
to set it up on your iPad or cell 
phone or computer. Those were 
the biggest learning curves for 
everybody,’ said Safstrom. 

As the lockdown lengthened, 
the congregation responded to 
the sudden changes. Safstrom 
takes pride in the way that the 
church members have hurdled 
the obstacles by uniting. 

“In many ways it can bring 
people closer together because 
they’re reaching out to each 
other in ways that they may not 
have before to help each other 
get through it. It’s important to 
see the good in the situation too,” 
she said. 

A virtual coffee hour on 
Zoom has become quite popu- 
lar as the pandemic continues to 
keep the congregation physical- 
ly separated. Safstrom believes 
that completing good deeds can 
distract anyone from his or her 
tough realities. 

“People have good weeks and 
bad weeks and ups and downs, 
but overall I think that it’s help- 
ful to see how people are reach- 
ing out to each other and helping 
their neighbors and finding those 
positive ways to make those con- 
nections and utilize their faith,” 
she said. 
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8 King Drive, Wilbraham 


Private Location 


Colonial w/ wrap around porch 
and water front location, 





built in 2010. 
$460,000 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 





Doing her part to foster community through the power of music, Wilbraham musician Elaine Holdsworth 
(left) performs her violin outside for a 30 minute performance for some passersby through the neighborhood. 
Holdsworth, founder of the Hampden-Wilbraham Strings and Friends, plays a variety of tunes Tuesday and 
Friday mornings, including children’s songs, show tunes and semi-classical pieces. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Scratching away 
at education... 


Hampden Lions Club member Fred Frangie 
(left) presents the club’s scholarship award to 
his grandson Nick Frangie (right), of Hampden. 
Nick attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
the fall, majoring in computer science. 

TIMES PHOTOS SUBMITTED 





Sister act... 


Hampden sistersAimee (left) and Jackie Jolicoeur, of Hampden, deliver Meals on Wheels for Greater 
Springfield Senior Services. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 




















Bird’s eye 
view... 


Wilbraham photographer 
Craig Lareau recently 
caught this Baltimore 
oriole looking for 

a snack at Fannie 
Stebbins Wildlife Refuge 
in Longmeadow. Are you 
wild for wildlife? Send 
your photos and tales 

to the editor at tyler@ 
turley.com. 





TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


All the neighbors on Sunset Rock Road Wilbraham came out to welcome hom 
the U.S. Postal Service. How are you connecting with the community? Share y 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





ESSENTIAL WORKERS! 


Thank you for your care, dedication 
and service to our community. 
WE APPRECIATE YOU! 
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‘ anniversary on May Ith to 
MI. Pp I) h N ( Chet and Phyllis Grondalski! 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 


Ss 


ie 
ig 
eo 
= 


—— 


=. ts 
> Se ——s ae Ce 


* = 


——— 
oe 


— 
a 
ar 


a in. 


A pair or turkey vultures clean up some scraps left 
by a raccoon in the woods behind the Wilbrhaam 
home of Peter Manolakis. Manolakis caught the 
footage on a trail camera. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Man with < a mask... 


Wilbraham resident Shelby Hines sent this photo of her 
son, David Gwatkin, who grew up in Wilbraham, in his 
grocery shopping gear. TIMES PHTO SUBMITTED 


e Steve DeMorris who was returning home from last day at work from 
our photos and tales with the editor at tyler@turley.com. 





WHEN YOU'RE READY TO RE-OPEN 
Call me! 
We can help you get the word out. 


We are offering BIG discounts 
for our SMALL businesses! 


~ Contact Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or email jwalker@turley.com 
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New Family Defense Practicum to help 





children and indigent paren 
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In the spring of 2021, the Western New England University School of Law will introduce a Family Defense 
Practicum as part of the JD curriculum. For more information visit wne.edu. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


SPRINGFIELD — The West- 
ern New England University 
School of Law will introduce a 
Family Defense Practicum into 
the JD curriculum in the spring 
of 2021. This immersive experi- 
ential learning opportunity is the 
result of a partnership between 
University’s School of Law and 
the Committee for Public Coun- 
sel Services, the statewide public 
defender system. 

Working with the CPCS’s 
Children and Family Law pro- 
gram, the initiative is designed to 
help alleviate the shortage of cer- 
tified attorneys who have the time 
and training to represent families 
in need in Western Massachu- 
setts. The program will be helpful 
in preparing students for future 
CAFL work and those who want 
to participate in the CAFL Pipe- 


line Program. 

“We at CPCS are very excit- 
ed to have students join us in our 
work in the Juvenile Courts.” says 
Barra Cohen, staff attorney at the 
Ambherst-Northampton CAFL 
Office. “I think that many peo- 
ple may not realize the important 
work that is done there. In part 
that may be due to the fact that in 
Massachusetts care and protec- 
tions occur in impounded courts 
so the public is not allowed in. We 
hope that this program will help 
to bring awareness to this interest- 
ing and important area of law and 
in turn bring in passionate new 
lawyers into the fold.” 

Participants in the Family 
Defense Practicum will spend 
16 hours a week at their job site 
working under the supervision of 
staff attorneys as student lawyers 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 


in the Children and Family Law 
division of CPCS. The CAFL di- 
vision provides legal representa- 
tion to both children and indigent 
parents in child welfare matters. 
Student lawyers will have the op- 
portunity to represent parents in 
child welfare proceedings as well 
as child clients who are verbal 
and can articulate their position. 
They may also have the opportu- 
nity to represent infants and tod- 
dlers, in which the student lawyer 
will aid in substituting judgment 
for the child. 

Practicum applicants must 
satisfy all prerequisites, attend an 
orientation and weekly seminar 
and fulfill the requirements for 
student practice certification un- 
der SJC Rule 3:03. 

For more information, visit 
wne.edu. 
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of animals and people who love 
them. 

Animal Hero Award — This 
award recognizes an exception- 
al animal and handler (when 
applicable) whose valor and ex- 
traordinary devotion to people 
proved lifesaving in disastrous 
or challenging heath circum- 
stances. 

“Originally, we had planned 
to present the 2020 Humane 
Awards in May,” said Dakin’s 
Director of Development and 
Marketing, Stacey Price. “Then 
the COVID-19 pandemic made 
that gathering impossible, so 
we are planning a live stream 
awards ceremony sometime this 
fall, which will be announced 
soon. We are extending our 
nomination period, and with so 
many acts of kindness being of- 
fered among people these days, 
we are hoping some folks will 
nominate someone whose good 
deeds “For example, it could be 
someone who cared for a pet 
while that pet’s person was hos- 
pitalized with the virus. Maybe 
someone organized a fundraiser 
to help a person keep their pet 
when faced with sudden un- 
employment,” she said. “There 
are many people who have vol- 
unteered at animal shelters, so 
their dedication could lead to 
a nomination for them as well. 


May 14, 2020 


We hope people will nominate 
someone they know who de- 
serves recognition.” 

Nominations are being ac- 
cepted online only at http:// 
bit.ly/2NOcgps. Mail-in nom- 
inations will not be accepted. 
Nominees should be residents 
of central or western Massachu- 
setts or northern Connecticut. 

After July 31, nominations 
will be reviewed by Dakin Hu- 
mane Society’s directors and 
staff, and finalists will be se- 
lected. After that, a panel of 
independent judges will select 
the winners by voting in each 
category. The decisions will be 
based solely on the content of 
the nomination forms. Nom- 
inators are asked to provide 
thoughtful, concise and specific 
examples of their nominees’ ef- 
forts on behalf of animals. 

Dakin Humane Society de- 
livers effective, innovative ser- 
vices that improve the lives of 
animals in need and the people 
who care about them from its 
two locations in Leverett and 
Springfield. The organization 
shelters, treats and fosters more 
than 20,000 animals each year. 
Dakin is a local non-profit or- 
ganization that relies solely on 
contributions from individuals 
and businesses. For more in- 
formation, visit www.dakinhu- 
mane.org. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 


issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 


should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 


funding for this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please 


email twitkop@turley.com. 
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Honor Your Class of 2020 Graduake 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
sraduate in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


Restlar Price-$65-00. 


2020 SPECIAL $45.00 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 22nd 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 


jwalker@turley.com 


ORDER ONLINE: 


wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 


Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


2 X 3 Advertisement 


Congratulations 
Carrie Smith 


We ake s 
Ver PaO 
you and your 


accomplishments. | 
Good luck 

at Springfield 
College. 


Love Dad. Mom e& John 
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Falcons graduated many last year, would 
have rebuilt this year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM - The season 
that wasn’t for the Minnechaug 
Regional High School baseball 
team would have resembling the 
proverbial “rebuilding year” as 
12 seniors graduated in 2019. 

Coach Michael Netkovick 
said he would have been working 
with a lot of newer players, but 
was looking forward to having 
four talented seniors have their 
time in the sun for the Falcons. 

He said Owen Bullen would 
have been a pitcher a middle in- 
fielder. 

“Owen would have been in 
his third season with the var- 
sity team and slotted to give us 
some big innings on the mound,” 
said Netkovick. “He’s a com- 
petitor and always showed great 
poise on the field.” 

Frank Gulluni would have 
returned to the hot corner. Net- 
kovick said Gulluni was a great 
leader and had the respect of his 
teammates and coaches. 

Anthony Izzo, who had fame 
as a record-setting quarterback 
for a Minnechaug football team 
that reached the Western Mas- 
sachusetts Division 3 champi- 
onship game, would have been 
a co-captain along with Gulluni. 
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Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Anthony |zzo hurls during a Falcon game last year. 


Netkovick said the senior was 


one of the hardest working guys 





at the high school level as pitch- 
ing staffs are every changing and 


“He truly loves the game and 


oe Conor O’Brien, an outfield, 
always has a smile like he’s just 


brought a lot of life to the team. 


happy to be on the field with his 
teammates,” said Netkovick. 


on the field. 
Baseball is a changing game 


2Q20 


Please see BASEBALL, page 9 


Golf courses allowed to open, carts 
for those in need 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


After more than a month 
of waiting, a sigh of relief has 
come over at least one sport 
as Gov. Charlie Baker lifted 
the ban on golf courses. Golf 
courses were able to open up 
last Thursday after Baker took 
heat for being the only state in 
the country not to allow golfing. 

Two golf courses in central 
Massachusetts, one of them be- 
ing Wachusett Golf Course, was 
set to re-open despite the gov- 
ermor’s ban, but Baker lifted it 
before owners could defy him. 

His move was not made 
without restrictions, many of 
which will slightly change how 
the game is played temporarily, 
such as the fact that flags must 
remain in the hole and flags that 
are hit with the ball not going in 
the hole are considered a com- 
pletion of that hole. 

One restriction that was met 
with a lot of unpopularity was 
the banning of the golf carts, 
requiring that people walk from 


hole to hole. For many older 
golfers, that made the prospect 
of hitting the course not fea- 
sible, and was something that 
would likely continue to chase 
golf business to neighboring 
states, including Connecticut. 

But Sunday morning, Baker 
announced he was lifting the 
ban on carts, but only for peo- 
ple who show a physical need 
for them. 

According to Mass. Golf, 
the sport is a $2.8 billion busi- 
ness in the state. Because golf 
can be done with a certain level 
of social distancing, many peo- 
ple have been clamoring for the 
re-opening of courses. 

For now, with a number of 
guidelines, golfing is now pos- 
sible for all ages. Not every golf 
course has opened, but most 
private courses have made the 
decision to open. Because Bak- 
er allowed course to employ 
maintenance staff during the 
full stay-at-home advisory pe- 
riod, most course were kept up 
and ready to go last Thursday 
when the order was lifted. 


Municipally-run courses can 
be opened at the discretion of 
the individual towns. Agawam 
Mayor William Sapelli immedi- 
ately opened Agawam Munici- 
pal Golf Course. 

If you are thinking about 
heading out to the golf course, 
here are a few of the things you 
should know to play the game 
properly and safely under state 
guidelines: All golfers must 
maintain proper social distanc- 
ing of at least 6 feet at all times. 
Groups of players are restricted 
to no more than 4 players at one 
time. Tee Time Policy must be 
15 minutes between groups. 
Golfers must stay in their car 
until 15 minutes before their 
tee time and must return to their 
car immediately following play. 
All golfers must use their own 
golf clubs. Sharing golf clubs or 
rental golf clubs is not allowed. 

These are the rules for golf 
course: Course facilities includ- 
ing but not limited to the club- 
house, golf shop, restaurant, 
bag room and locker room must 
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SPRING SPOTLIGHT 
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS 


Senior athletes to be 
highlighted in coming weeks 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The Turley Publications 
sports department is looking to 
honor the senior athletes who 
have had their spring seasons 
cancelled by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Over the next several weeks, 
the sports section will have sto- 
ries and photos about the various 
spring sports teams that were 
never even able to have a prac- 
tice, and eventually saw their 
full season cancelled. You can 
see them starting in this week’s 
editions. 

We will be talking with 
spring coaches and athletic di- 
rectors, but would also love to 
hear from senior players about 


their feelings about the spring 
season being cancelled. 

We hope to also publish ac- 
tion photos of seniors from previ- 
ous seasons, though parents and 
coaches are encouraged to send 
photos of seniors they would like 
to see published in the upcoming 
editions of the paper. 

If you don’t see your child’s 
sport in the paper, please encour- 
age your son or daughter’s coach 
to contact us so they can all be 
included 

All submissions can be made 
to Sports Editor Gregory A. Sci- 
belli at sports@turley.com. In 
the subject line, please identi- 
fy the school and sport you are 
writing in about. Senior athletes 
are also encouraged to write in to 
talk about the season that wasn’t. 
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This week in recreation 


By Helen Sullivan, Clerk 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


Oh my goodness, could it pos- 
sibly be ... no, ’m dreaming ... 
it’s spring! 

While it’s just one day, the win- 
dows are open and I’m dreaming 
of trips to garden centers. I can 
just picture the different vegetables 
and herbs in the garden beds. Now 
I just have to build fences strong 
and tight enough to keep Peter 
Rabbit or that “wascally wabbit” 
out of the garden. Makes me hope 
and think that we might have some 
degree of normalcy in the not-too- 
distant future. 

This new way of life is trying 
to all. Something we’re looking 
forward to here in the Parks and 
Recreation Department — loads of 
great programs for the summer. 
Before the pandemic took hold, the 
staff had expended great effort to 


create an exciting schedule for the 
kids. Fingers are crossed that we’ Il 
be opening registration soon. 
Unfortunately, we have to ask 
your patience for one more thing, 
in this time where it seems that’s 
what is constantly being expected 
of us. We have had to cancel many 
of the spring programs, some of 
which, you had already paid. We 
are in the process of issuing re- 
funds or credits depending on the 
request. Many people don’t realize 
the requirements of that process. 
We are limited in the number of 
people that can be in an office at 
one time, there are more than one 
approval needed at each step, and 
if that’s not enough, a true paper 
trail must be retained for audit pur- 
poses. All of this adds up to a more 
extended period of time than some 
people would like. At this point, 
it could take up to a month to re- 
ceive your refund. We ask that you 
be patient; we are really trying to 
process every request as quickly as 





is possible. 

We are on our second round 
of e-sports registration and all the 
participants seemed to really en- 
joy the first round. While it’s not 
the traditional activity that our 
department offers, it is part of the 
growing trend in the world today 
and, hopefully, one that will con- 
tinue within our sphere. Especially 
in these times, with requirements 
of social distancing, electronic in- 
teractions are no longer the future, 
but instead have become a current 
necessity. 

Department notes: We are tak- 
ing registrations for our Madden 
NFL 2020 Esport program through 
May 17. All of our summer pro- 
gram, summer camps and Spec 
Pond Beach are listed at Wilbra- 
hamRec.com for all to view. Reg- 
istration dates for summer camps 
and activities are currently May 
19th. 


Minnechaug Regional High School 


HONORS THIRD TERM 

NINTH GRADE: Ava Aguiar, 
Evan Arce, Madelyn Bartolucci, Abbi- 
gail Beaudry, Megan Beaudry, Sydney 
Beebe, Stephanie Bergman, Abigail 
Bessette, David Borawski, Nicholas 
Boudreau, Timothy Boudreau, Saman- 
tha Burnett, Giovanna Capuano, Kaelin 
Cerasuolo, Eli Comeau, Zachary Con- 
rad, Aidan Cordis, Patrick Cowles, 
Sarah Crouser, John DaFonseca, Gi- 
ancarlo Daniele, Giuseppe DeGug- 
lielmo, Kayleigh Delamarter, Reighan 
Demers, Olivia DePace, William Do- 
nahue, Lainey Donovan, Olivia Drag- 
on, Anita Duquette, Ian Dzierwinsk1, 
Rose Eldridge, Olivia Elliott, Nicole 
Foley, Eve Freitas, Sophia Gahres, 
Amar Gamidov, Ellah Goodrow, Ju- 
liette Goulet, Franklin Graziano, Jer- 
emiah Griffin, Joseph Hale, Cameron 
Hanks, Michael Harrigan, Quah’ mar 
Hazel-Todman, Ryan Hollimon, Cam- 
eron Ice, Patrick Jahn, Grace Johnson, 
Reese Jordan, Lily Kane, Anya Khan, 
Ava Korzec, Isaiah Kozub, Grace La 
Fountain, Miranda Lavoie, Lam Duy 
Anh Le, Kaia Lee, Sage Legere, Emma 
Lemek, Aidan Lewis, Samuel Mante- 
ria, Maroun Matta, Maeve McCon- 
nell, William Meeker, Ryann Meuni- 
er, Estevan Montoya, Juliette Moore, 
Samantha Moore, Collin Murphy, 
Benjamin O’Brien, Andrew O’Toole, 
Joshua Parent, Dev Patel, Alexa Pa- 
trakis, Demetrios Patrakis, Christo- 
pher Paul, Dakotah Pavoni, Hayden 
Paydos, Eva Przezdziecki, Kaitlyn 
Radway, Christian Ramirez, Lilliana 
Ramos, Shea Rice, Gavin Rigney, Ga- 
briella Rita, Tessa Rodrigues, Kaitlyn 
Roso, Alyssa Russell, Sophia Sei- 
bold, Anthony Siniscalchi, Matthew 
Skala, Alice Sleboda, Emily Stark, 
Calvin Stiles, Alexa Stone, Cassandra 
Toth, Alexa Tragakis, Dylan Tromb- 
ley, Cameron Turer, Marena Valiton, 
Andrew VanZandt, Zavier Villanueva, 
Aidan Vreeland, Gabrielle Walker, Ca- 
leigh Wall, Marissa Warren, Connor 
Wesloski, Kara Lee Westbrook, Jen- 
na Westbrooks, Michael Westbrooks, 
Luke Whalen-Sylver, Aleena Wilkin- 
son, Matthew Wurszt. 

TENTH GRADE: Ali Al-Maliki, 
Ayden Alves, Nico Alves, Gabrielle 
Amato, Katherine Annear, Izabella 
Arroyo, Camryn Baroni, Ava Bar- 
ton, Lauren Beaudin, Madison Big- 
da, Patrick Boland, Sydney Bonsant, 
Casey Bottass, Catharine Brennan, 
Adrianna Britton, Nico Caputo, Paige 
Coite, Adriana Cosentini, Christopher 
Cronin, Malyna Dansereau, Anthia 
Daubon, Grace Debney, Matthew 
DeVine, Jacqueline Dolaher, Re- 
gan Donohue, Sierra Doughty, Julia 


Downey, Cailyn Doyle, Hannah Drake, 
Ryan Dufresne, Ashleigh Dugay, Luke 
Dunklee, Jeffrey Duperre, Kailey EI- 
masian, Taylor Fahey, Jace Falcone, 
Jacob Ferri, Nathan Figuerado, Joseph 
Finnegan, Megan Fitzgerald, Shenel 
Fosuah-Asamoah, Francesca Fusco, 
Trevor Galenski, Madison Gallant, 
Alex Garete, Taylor Garvey, Joseph 
Gentile, Kiana Gonzalez, Carly Go- 
odrich, Tyler Gragowski, Isabella 
Gravanda, Daniel Greene, Madelynn 
Grono, Nicholas Guidi, Justin Hanna, 
Peyton Harrison, McKenna Hatch, 
Sienna Hebert, Clare Heinold, Abi- 
gail Hotaling, Ava Humphrey, Mela- 
nie Jalonen, James Jolicoeur, Connor 
Joyce, Jaidan Kertenis, Tyler King, 
Kate Kosiorek, Joshua Kozub, Marce- 
lina Kumiega, Peter Kuselias, Colin 
Leydon, Alexandra Long, Olivia Long, 
Leon Lopez, Trent Maziarz, Madison 
McGrath, Isabela Meeker, Maresa 
Menard, Madison Meunier, Gracen 
Moriarty, Jacob Motyl, Veronica Nault, 
Elijah Naylor, Linh Nguyen, Michael 
Nordstrom, Cade Norris, Jason Of- 
carcik, Anna O’ Keefe, Erin O’ Keefe, 
Molly Oldread, Hallie O’Toole, Ma- 
rissa Parent, Ella Perry, Steven Pol- 
lard, Adam Poulin, Collin Prender- 
gast, Emma Pszeniczny, Ethan Quill, 
Bridget Reilly, Benjamin Richards, 
Kayla Rivera, Ethan Robins, Jaylynn 
Rodriguez, Mia Scatolini, Matthew 
Sherman, Natasha Sherwood, Samu- 
el Sibilia, Samantha Siciliano, Olivia 
Skoczylas, Katie Slattery, Ariana So- 
cha, Nikolai Stroganow, Emily-Jane 
Sullivan, Quinn Suomala, Olivia Terzi, 
Kevin Tessicini, Jacob Thomas, Kalie 
Thomas, Michael Valentine, Victoria 
Velazquez, Luke Wadzinski, Bethany 
Whalen-Sylver, Caleb White, Thom- 
as Wilson, Isabella Woodbury, Megan 
Youmell, Michael Ziemba. 
ELEVENTH GRADE:, Mia Al- 
exander, Brooke Baker, Alexa Barber, 
Nyiah Barrows, Emily Birtwell, Julian 
Bixler, Katherine Bradford, Ji Cao, 
Kayleigh Carlin, Ethan Chaffee, Ja- 
cob Chan, Jing Chen, John Chen, Ju- 
liana Chiarella, Adrianna Clark, Owen 
Comeau, Brendan Connors, Leah 
Cooney, Nasayah Crenshaw, Angelo 
DeGuglielmo, Ani Diefenderfer, Ab- 
igail Donahue, Daniel Ducey, Abigail 
Edgecomb, Grace Edwards, Matthew 
Elmasian, Abigail Fernandes, Jaime 
Fisher, Hannah Fopp, Kendall Gar- 
vey, Kassidy Gendreau, Zoe George, 
Cameron Gilrein, Maya Glenn, Kayla 
Gotta, Anthony Grossi, Landen Gur- 
ski, Gavin Guyer, Joseph Hackett, 
Morgan Hastain, Gianna Hickson, 
Jacqueline Hollimon, Emily Howard, 
Sophia Hrycay, Jacob Ice, Timothy Jo- 


doin, Sandra Joseph, Sarah Jutz, Leah 
Kagan, Thomas Kierkla, Lauren King, 
Morgan Kowal, Jonah Kozub, Domi- 
nique LaBranche, Erin Lacross, Ryan 
Leary, Thomas Leary, Janiah Lee, An- 
tonio Lemelin-Bliss, Kaileigh Letour- 
neau, Shawn Major, Nya Maldonado, 
Mia Manteria, Dillon Moriarty, Carly 
Morrow, Maire Murphy, Evan Murray, 
Ai Nguyen, Jack O’ Toole, George Pa- 
trakis, Zachary Payne, Michael Penna, 
Daniel Perez, Timothy Person, Jenna 
Petrie, Margaret Petruzzelli, Daniel 
Picard, Chelsea Ramos, Sophia Ra- 
mos, Camden Rigney, Isabella Rita, 
Isaiah Roberson-Barron, Erik Saare- 
la, Carlie Simpkiss, Margaret Skorka, 
Lena Sotiropoulos, Amelia St John, 
Krystianna Strange, Xavier Torres, 
Brian Walker, Georgia Webster, Katlyn 
Wolcott, Peter Wurszt, Luke Wyman, 
Joseph Zebian, Joseph Zeno. 

TWELFTH GRADE: Andrew 
Aguilar, Ameer Al-Maliki, Hannah 
Arel, Carolynne Avery, Paige Baker, 
Lauren Barry, Lauren Baskin, Isabelle 
Bergeron, Abbie Boilard, Julia Britton, 
Clark Butcher, Aidan Caban, Richie 
Chau, Ada Cheng, Grace Crochiere, 
Jacob DeTomas, Samantha Devine, 
Victoria Dias, Julia DiNoia, Brian 
Douglass, Aidan Duquette, Andrew 
Esteves, Iain Ferreira, Michael Finneg- 
an, Ryan Fitzgerald, Cornelius Flynn, 
Nicholas Ford, Lindsay Gagnon, Evan 
Garcia, Elizabeth Gore, Olivia Grout, 
Ethan Grycel, Zach Haislip-Hans- 
berry, Tavis Haluch, Jacob Hartling, 
Mack Hicklen, Colby Jacek, Jacqulyn 
Jolicoeur, Zeena Joseph, Alexandra 
Karpinski, Jeffrey Kasper, Anna Kierk- 
la, Sumer King, William Kline, Chase 
Konstantakos, Lea Kuselias, Mikayla 
Langlois, Harrison Larson, Maya La- 
tour, Jaeyoung Lee, Nolah Lee, Tatum 
Legere, Jashauna Lewis, Charmaine 
Liu, Courtney Lynn, Daniel MacGre- 
gor, Joseph Manning, Grant Maziarz, 
Veronica McDonald, Reagan Nadeau, 
Matthew Neugebauer, Kevin Ngo, 
Preston Niccum, Sophia Noel, An- 
drew Norris, Abaigh O’Brien, Conor 
O’Brien, Aidan O’Connor, Andrew 
Paquette, Logan Paradis, Janan Pa- 
tel, Allison Pollard, Jacob Pronovost, 
Olivia Ranck, Annina Rettura, Gavin 
Rhindress, Connor Richard, Brian Ro- 
stowski, Madison Roy, Rhiann Ryan, 
Sarah Sampson, Taylor Schirmer, 
Kelsey Sheehan, Kelsey Stewart, Ha- 
ley Stiles, Autumn Strange, Michael 
Talaia, Thomas Taylor, Maxiel Torres, 
Collin Trombley, Loel Tronsky, Sa- 
mantha VanZandt, Sydney Webb, Pat- 
rick Wilkinson, Anna Youmell. 
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Frank Gulluni makes a throw to first. 


BASEBALL from page 11 


players move positions through graduation. Netkovick said 
his and many other programs could be in for a major reset 
next year after losing the entire season to coronavirus. 

“Tm not exactly sure how this will change the land- 
scape of our sport,” said Netkovick. “I think every sport 
and every team will have to worry about re-establishing 
their program culture after a gap year and loss of graduat- 
ing class, but I’m not quite sure what that’s going to look 
like for us in the 2021 season (hopefully).” 

Netkovick reflected on the lost season. He said he was 
looking forward to seeing what the younger talent would 
do on the field, but also feels terrible for the seniors who 
missed their final season. He also said he believes his play- 
ers are equipped to handle the tough situation. 

“As baseball coaches, we often try to stress mental 
skills to our players,” said Netkovick. “They have to be 
able to compartmentalize the game and be mentally strong 
enough to finish the entire seven innings. We talk about 
controlling what you can control and adapting to what you 
can’t. Unfortunately, this year has brought us to a point 
where we are asking our players to really put those skills to 
work just to make it through their day-to-day life.” 


GOLF from page 11 


remain closed. Personnel will be present to enforce social 
distancing. No other employees will be allowed to work 
at the recreational component of the golf operation. All 
staff must wear face coverings while on property. Mem- 
bers-only clubs can allow guests as determined by the se- 
curity personnel on the golf course. Private clubs that allow 
non-members to make reservations can do so at their dis- 
cretion. Maintenance personnel are permitted to work on 
the golf course. Online and remote payment options must 
be utilized. Flagsticks must remain in the hole. Hole liners 
must be raised so picking a ball out of the hole doesn’t oc- 
cur. Bunker rakes must be removed, and ball washers must 
be removed or covered. Practice putting green, driving 
range, and chipping areas must be closed. Facilities must 
have readily accessible hand sanitizer. 

It is possible these restrictions will receive another look 
as the state begins to re-open. Golf is currently the only 
sport being played in the state. 





SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS 


Scan QR Code 


Email items to 
tyler@turley.com 


As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information. 
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Ocean State donates critical PPE 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


Ocean State Job Lot is mak- 
ing every dollar count in its effort 
to ensure the safety of frontline 
workers during the Covid-19 
pandemic. The discount retailer 
is in the midst of a $250,000 cam- 
paign that is donating supplies to 
140 different communities. 

“We have an opportunity and 
a social responsibility to have a 
positive impact throughout the 
Northeast, where our associates 
and customers live and work,” 
said Paul Conforti, Chief Market- 
ing Officer. 

As part of its mission, Ocean 
State Job Lot is donating Person- 
al Protective Equipment to first 
responders, medical personnel 
and frontline workers in each 
of the 140 communities that the 
business calls home. 


With stores spread across 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Rhode Island and Vermont, 
the Ocean State Job Lot Charita- 
ble Foundation certainly has its 
hands full. 

“We believe that during this 
time of crisis, we all have skills 
and abilities that can help with 
the fight against COVD-19. At 
Ocean State Job Lot, we are using 
our global supply chain to source 
critical supplies and immediately 
provide them to frontline work- 
ers,’ said Conforti. 

As the region struggles to 
produce an adequate supply of 
PPE, the retailer’s campaign is 
critically significant. In addition 
to the $250,000 that Ocean State 
Job Lot initially put towards its 
endeavor, the business is enter- 
ing customer donations into the 
equation. 


“Our customers have been in- 
credibly generous,’ said Confor- 
ti. “We’re using 100% of every 
donated dollar to purchase sup- 
plies, and we’re using our buying 
power to get the most for every- 
one’s money.’ 

Ocean State Job Lot em- 
ployees have stepped up and are 
contributing through a variety 
of means. Team Leaders at each 
location are communicating with 
their local police and fire chiefs to 
identify each department’s needs. 

From that list, the retailer’s 
Distribution Center is _ filling 
boxes with requested items and 
labeling each one for shipment 
directly to the stations, noted 
Conforti. During the pandemic, 
Ocean State Job Lot has been 
forced to reduce hours, staff 
availability and has been mandat- 
ed to limit the amount of custom- 
ers allowed in each store at once. 

“All of these factors pres- 


ent ongoing challenges for our 
business. We feel fortunate to be 
able to remain open to serve our 
communities by providing essen- 
tial items, including food, paper 
products, household cleaners, 
hand soap and sanitizer, and oth- 
er much-needed products,” said 
Conforti. 

Inside of each location, Ocean 
State Job Lot employees are 
wearing face coverings and san- 
itizing regularly. Signage is post- 
ed on store doors to alert custom- 
ers of safety recommendations, 
and Plexiglas shields have been 
added at registers to protect em- 
ployees. 

Register lines are also marked 
for social distancing and custom- 
ers are being asked to use “con- 
tactless payment or credit card at 
the pin pad,” said Conforti. 

In addition to distributing 
PPE, the Ocean State Job Lot 
Charitable Foundation supports 


numerous causes such as feeding 
the hungry, helping the homeless, 
assisting veterans and military 
families, caring for children and 
advocating for healthcare among 
others. 

“Contributions made to the 
foundation are handled with the 
same business expertise, intelli- 
gence and focus on value used to 
run the Ocean State Job Lot retail 
operation,’ said Conforti. “This 
ensures that every dollar entrust- 
ed to the foundation makes the 
greatest possible impact on the 
communities we serve. Ocean 
State Job Lot absorbs all of the 
expenses associated with operat- 
ing the foundation so 100 percent 
of every dollar donated benefits 
the organizations we support.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff writ- 
er and can be reached at dzbier- 
ski@ turley.com. 


VIRUS from page 1 


“We continue to see slightly reduced 
COVID call volume,” Andrews told the se- 
lectmen, adding that he has also been able 
to increase the town’s supply of personal 
protective equipment. 

“If you are experiencing a medical 
emergency of any kind, please do not hes- 
itate to call an ambulance,’ Andrews said, 
addressing his comments to all residents 
in town. “Don’t have a fear of the COVID 
virus.” 

According to information available 
online at mass.gov, COVID-19 is a respi- 
ratory disease caused by a new coronavi- 
rus. Symptoms include fever, cough and 
shortness of breath. Most infected with 
the virus recover and experience only 
mild symptoms. In some, like the elderly 
and those who may have compromised 
immune systems, severe symptoms like 
pneumonia may develop. 

Symptoms, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, may 
develop between two and 14 days after ex- 
posure. The CDC advises folks seek 1m- 
mediate medical attention if they experi- 
ence such symptoms as trouble breathing, 
persistent pain or pressure in the chest, 
new confusion or inability to arouse, and/ 
or bluish lips or face. 

International health officials from the 
World Health Organization to the CDC 
urge all to practice social distancing to 
help flatten the curve of COVID-19 infec- 
tions. Social, or physical, distancing is the 
recommendation to keep a minimum of six 
feet of separation between others. 

Officials also encourage frequent 
hand-washing with hot, soapy water for 
a minimum of 20 seconds, coughing into 
a tissue or elbow (not hands), and staying 
home as much as possible — especially 
when sick with flu-like symptoms. The 
Wilbraham Board of Health is advising all 
residents to follow these guidelines. 

Effective May 6, following an order 
issued by Gov. Charlie Baker, everyone 
2-years-old and older must wear some 
type of face covering when 
patronizing an_ essential 
business or while in public 
places where maintaining 
social distancing is not fea- 
sible. Exceptions are only 
allowed for those younger 
than 2 or for those with 
underlying medical condi- 
tions that would be affect- 
ed by covering one’s face. 

Everyday citizens are 
encouraged to wear cloth 
face coverings like surgi- 
cal type masks, scarves or 
bandanas. Masks and res- 
pirators like the N95 types 
are to be reserved for front- 
line responders like health 
care workers and first re- 
sponders, according to the 
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new order. 

To help with enforcement of the new 
order, Board of Health Agent Lorri Mc- 
Cool and Wilbraham Police Capt. Ed Len- 
non approached selectmen hoping for a 
motion that would request the assistance 
of the police. They said, with such motion 
in place, the Police Department would be 
able to civilly cite violators instead of issu- 
ing criminal citations and would place en- 
forcement in the hands of an agency more 
equipped to do so. 

“The Board of Health has never been 
set up with a ticketing process anyway, and 
I respond to various different complaints, 
and I work for three towns,’ McCool said. 
“Tf ’'m on the mountain in Hampden wit- 
nessing a perc test and I get a call to Home 
Depot, it’s going to take me a half hour or 
so to get there. ... It’s just being able to be 
present at the time of an incident and then 
have the ability to de-escalate it quickly 
before it does become something a little 
more significant.” 

Lennon said, according to the legal 
guidance he’s received, with selectmen 
requesting police assistance with enforce- 
ment of that order, which presently rests 
with McCool as the health agent in town, 
a Wilbraham officer would be able to issue 
the $300 civil ticket or a warning. With- 
out such request in place, officers could 
continue to educate violators, but in terms 
of enforcement, those refusing to comply 
would be charged with such criminal vi- 
olations as trespassing or disorderly con- 
duct. 

Selectman Robert Boilard questioned 
what would happen if a family was walk- 
ing in the street or playing in their yard 
without masks. According to Lennon, the 
order only applies to essential businesses 
and public places, not private residences. 
McCool elaborated that in public places, 
the masks are only required if folks are 
unable to maintain proper distancing from 
those other than their immediate, house- 
hold family. She said, even on hiking trails, 
people could walk past each other without 
masks so long as they aren’t congregating 
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for more than 15 minutes. 

“Tm going to be brutally honest ... I 
don’t want to ticket our citizens $300 be- 
cause they didn’t wear a stupid mask,” 
Boilard said. “We’re all adults here ... 
People are smart enough to wear masks, 
educate them.” 

Police Chief Robert Zollo said ticket- 
ing or even arresting violators is not the 
goal. 

“T’m telling you the Wilbraham Police 
Department is going to try and negotiate 
with [violators] to put a mask on or leave, 
it’s that simple. We’re not out to get no 
$300 fine,’ Zollo said. “Now in the last 
20 minutes I saw a video of a man in a 
drugstore, the clerk said, “Why aren’t you 
wearing a mask?’, he went up to her and he 
wiped his nose on her sleeve. I see another 
one where, down south, where a securi- 
ty guard approached three people telling 
them to put their mask on, they ended up 
shooting him. These are extreme things. 
We’re not looking to raise $300 ... we 
won’t be touching people on any trails, we 
won’t be touching people on Main Street. 


In the stores, they have to wear a mask, it’s 
that simple. If not, I would ask them to put 
a mask on or leave, it’s that simple.” 

Selectman Robert Russell said he didn’t 
want to put McCool in an enforcement 
position that she wasn’t fully equipped 
to handle, but understood that bringing 
the police into the equation could present 
a slippery slope situation that could ulti- 
mately infringe on an individual’s rights. 
He felt it would be wise to give the police 
more options. Selectmen Chairman Susan 
Bunnell said giving the police the power to 
write a civil ticket that could be appealed 
seemed a more favorable option than 
charging violators with a criminal offense. 

Ultimately, selectmen held off on a de- 
cision, opting to give police and McCool 
time to see how the situation unfolds and 
take further action if necessary. 

“T do have a lot of confidence in our 
residents and their good judgment,’ Rus- 
sell said. “Let’s give them a chance to 
prove themselves before we take this kind 
of action.” 


ante, 
OBINSON 
LUMBER 
HARDWICK — 


Tel 413.477.6050 e Fax 413.477.6554 
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com 


W.R. Robinson Lumber Co., Inc. 


EASTERN WHITE PINE 


Wide Pine Flooring e Beams & Timbers 
Paneling & Siding ¢ Bark Mulch 


P.O. Box 223 « 145 Cleveland Road 
Wheelwright, MA 01094-0223 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


POWERED GOLF CADDY Baitery 
and charger used twice. Call Don 413- 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 
ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 





BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 


536-1860 457-1917 - cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
SS = oe. structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- **A CALL WE HAUL** at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT Dumpsters available on site —( 
FIREWOOD SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or Call for delivery DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. (413)531-1936 ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
FIREWOOD No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- acallwehaul @ gmail.com complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 


chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 










A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 


***x*EEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 


Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


(413)477-0083 vice or business to 1.7 million house- Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 

holds throughout New England. Reach debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. next ad, website, or book project? 

4 million potential readers quickly and Swimming pools removed. Cheap- Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 

inexpensively with great results. Use er than dumpster fees and we do all _ taking commissions. Examples of her 

MISCELLANEOUS .. Buy New England Classified Ad — the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 








DEADLINES: 


weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Sl 
= 









(0) 
a BLANDFORD 






Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


EASTHAMPTON 


Pas 50 Pas 33 00 833.50 Pa 34.00 
| ~ | 50¢ for each additional word. 
, —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
mete se ae "s3600| or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: ei‘ itt Phone Se First ZONE base price _ 
Address: __ ea re Add a second ZONE 
Towns State: Zips Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: (41 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover J Cash (1 Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card #:_ Ep Date CW TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 









BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 

———————__—_——— additional words 
$10.00 

—— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 

$5,00 

— ~ Quabbin 

LI 


WEEK! 





CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, EXTERI- 
OR/ INTERIOR painting, renova- 
tions, lawn care, powerwashing. Free 
estimates. Klye 413-209-7163 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893  2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CAVANAUGH LANDSCAPING 
Contact us for Weekly and bi-weekly 
mowing, Spring and fall Clean up ser- 
vices, Shrub and hedge removal, Ex- 
cavating services, yard maintenance 
and Snow plowing or removal. Fully 
Insured. Brandon 413-539-8110 
follow us on Facebook @Cavanaugh- 
Landscaping 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANDSCAPING Mowing, 
Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, mulch 
and more. Call Craig 413-575-8178. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Be safe, 
grow your own gardens, flower beds 
and more. Call now for appointment. 
Home grown always tastes best .413- 
626-1927. 


912.50 Foyt tie) 
Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 






Each 





our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting on 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 
5:a00 PM on the Request for 
Determination of 
Applicability filed by Mark 
Stasio under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw 
to determine whether the 


STUMP GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


oF AN 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy NS Ee eo) 35 >. as 





rF 
413-219-6339 
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Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 
ioe alae 
——— ef 








2007 LEXUS RXH400H 167500 
miles, routine maintenance, recent 
plugs, brakes. Looks great, runs 
well, 23.5-25.0 mpg., heavy tow hitch 
$5,200. 413-348-9335 


work/area depicted on plans 
that includes the construction 
of a replacement septic sys- 
tem and associated grading is 
subject to the Wilbraham 
Wetland Bylaw and the 
Wetlands Protection Act. The 
property is located at 5 Pearl 
Drive and is within the 100’ 
Buffer Zone of a Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland. 
Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
public health emergency the 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


Adopt a Ae >) 
pet from our wd 

Classifieds iy A 

section! ha 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED!!! 
Immediate work available. Excellent 
pay, 50% company paid insurance. 
Based in Holyoke area. Regional work. 
Home every weekend. Guaranteed 
minimum earnings. Call for information 
or to apply. 989-916-7526 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 





PALMER 1 BR- QUIET secure 
country location. Locked storage & 
laundry in basement. K/DR combo- 
LR- full bath. Nice layout. No smoke/ 
pets. F/L/S $800 Breton Est. 413- 
283-6940 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


2020 
TAX TINE 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 


through drop off and electronic processes. 
Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


Call your local Turley Publications 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 





CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





Town Office Building remains 
closed to the public and this 
public meeting will be con- 
ducted exclusively via remote 
participation. The instruc- 
tions to remotely join and 
participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agen- 
da that will be posted on the 
town website on or before 
May 18, 2020. 

Christopher Brown, Chairman 
5/14/2020 


WILBRAHAM 


CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham Conser- 
vation Commission will 
hold a public meeting on 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 
5:15 PM on the Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
filed by the Rice Fruit Farm 
and Dominic Maloni under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw 
to determine whether the 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


work depicted on plans that 
includes the regrading and 
re-establishing of lawn in the 
area of the demolished single 
family home is subject to the 
Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw 
and the Wetlands Protection 
Act. The property is located at 
757 Main Street and is with- 
in the Riverfront Area of a 
perennial stream. Information 
relating to this application is 
on file with the Conservation 
Commission. Due to the ongo- 
ing Covid-19 public health 
emergency the Town Office 


Building remains closed to the 
public and this public meeting 
will be conducted exclusively 
via remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agenda 
that will be posted on the town 
website on or before May 18, 
2020. 
Christopher Brown 
Chairman 
5/14/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Celebrate the work of nurses this May 


SPRINGFIELD — National Nurs- 
ing Month provides an opportuni- 
ty to shine a spotlight on the many 
nurses both on the front lines and be- 
hind-the-scenes in the unprecedent- 
ed battle with the novel coronavirus. 

Traditionally celebrated from 
May 6-12 each year, the celebratory 
week has been expanded to a month- 
long celebration to elevate and cele- 
brate nursing as part of the “Year of 
the Nurse and Midwife,’ sponsored 
by the American Nurses Association. 

According to a statement from 
the ANA, “Honoring our nation’s 
nurse heroes is more profoundly sig- 
nificant than we anticipated when 
extending the traditional National 
Nurses Week to a month. The global 
COVID-19 pandemic shifted the fo- 
cus from the “Year of the Nurse and 
Midwife,’ but now more than ever 
we must support and recognize nurs- 
es who work with courage and com- 
passion under extremely challenging 
circumstances.” 

Christine Klucznik, DNP, RN, 
vice president of patient care services 
and chief nursing officer at Baystate 
Medical Center, agrees that it is 1m- 
portant to recognize the commitment 
and dedication of Baystate Medical 
Center nurses and others around the 
country who are treating extremely 
ill COVID-19 and other patients re- 
quiring care during the crisis. 

“T am in awe of the commitment 
and dedication of our Baystate nurs- 
es who tirelessly step forward every 
day to care for so many severely ill 
COVID-19 patients,’ Klucznik said. 
“Nobody could have imagined a 
global pandemic to sweep our world 
so soon, putting the lives of many at 
risk in nearly every country in the 


world. The physical and psycholog- 
ical burden placed on nurses on the 
front lines is unparalleled in their 
history as caregivers. Yet they have 
shown a resiliency in dealing with an 
unknown virus, which requires them 
to put new skills to work for their 
patients as more is learned about the 
virus.” 

Whether it is a national health 
emergency or routine daily care, 
nurses’ vital contributions impact the 
health and well-being of our commu- 
nities, which is why ANA selected 
the theme of May as “Nurses Make 
a Difference.” 

A second theme announced by 
the World Health Organization be- 
fore the coronavirus pandemic began 
making news is “Year of the Nurse 
and Midwife 2020” in honor of the 
anniversary of the birth of Florence 
Nightingale, considered the founder 
of modern-day nursing. Her prin- 
ciples of hygiene including hand- 
washing, which she implemented 
while tending to wounded soldiers 
during the Crimean War, apply to the 
current fight in preventing further 
spread of the novel coronavirus. 

Asked why someone might want 
to enter the nursing profession to- 
day, Klucznik said when making her 
nursing rounds during the pandemic, 
those nurses treating COVID-19 pa- 
tients have her told her, ““This is why 
I went into nursing.” 

‘Treating patients during the pan- 
demic has further exemplified what 
nurses feel so passionately about — 
compassion, empathy and caring for 
the human condition at its most vul- 
nerable time,” said Klucznik. 

Today, nursing offers a range of 
opportunity not available to nurses 


Amber Leary, RN, is a Baystate 
Medical Center nurse currently 
working on a COVID-19 unit. 
Baystate is celebrating nurses as 
part of National Nursing Month. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


when Florence Nightingale made her 
mark in the mid-19th century. Those 
considering a career in the high- 
ly-respected profession can choose 
to practice as clinicians, adminis- 
trators, researchers, educators and 
policymakers, and similar to Bay- 
state Medical Center, nurses work 
in a variety of settings outside of the 
hospital as well, including physician 
practices, home health services, out- 
patient clinics and community health 
centers. 

For more information on Bay- 
state Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 
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ADVERTISE TODAY! 
® 


Publications, Inc. 
WE ARE THE REAL DEAL! 








Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette 
Chicopee Register © Country Journal 
Journal Register © Quaboag Current 

The Register @ Sentinel ¢ The Sun 
Town Reminder @ Ware River News 
Wilbraham Times ¢ Shopping Guide 


SPECIAL 2020 OFFER 





_—— 


Celebrate 


6 ft. x 3 ft. Banner S69. 95° 





our Graduate 





Personalized, weather 
resistant vinyl banner 
with grommets. 


3 ft.x 2.5 ft. Banner $34.95* 


Please send your banner request to dsloat@turley.com 
You will need to submit a high resolution digital image. 
Please include school name, school colors and contact phone number. 


or CALL 413-283-8393 


*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE - Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 





